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112TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. RES. 606 

Commemorating the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of 

Charity of Nazareth, on December 1, 1812. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

NOVEMBER 30, 2012 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the following 

resolution; which was considered and agreed to 

RESOLUTION 
Commemorating the 200th anniversary of the founding of 

the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, on December 1, 1812. 

Whereas 19-year-old Catherine Spalding, born in Charles 

County, Maryland, and Bishop John Baptist David, born 

in France, responded to the need for education on the 

Kentucky frontier by founding the Sisters of Charity of 

Nazareth (referred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Sisters’’), 

on December 1, 1812; 

Whereas, after Ellen O’Connell, a gifted teacher from Balti-

more, Maryland, and daughter of a college professor, 

joined the Sisters and prepared Catherine Spalding and 

Harriet Gardiner for teaching, the 3 Sisters opened their 

first school, in 1814, at St. Thomas Farm, in Nelson 

County, Kentucky; 
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Whereas, after 2 years of teaching, the school serviced both 

boarding and day students with a total enrollment of 37 

girls, including 13 non-Catholic students; 

Whereas, in 1822, the Sisters purchased property located 3 

miles north of Bardstown, Kentucky and named that 

property Nazareth; 

Whereas, at Nazareth, the Sisters built log houses and a new 

school, known as Nazareth Academy; 

Whereas, in 1825, Henry Clay, Kentucky statesman and ora-

tor, gave the first commencement address at Nazareth 

Academy, where his daughter, granddaughter, and great- 

granddaughter eventually received an education, along 

with Sarah Knox Taylor, the daughter of President 

Zachary Taylor; 

Whereas, during the Civil War, the Sisters nursed both 

Union and Confederate soldiers; 

Whereas Dr. J. O. Murray, a physician in the Union Army 

in Louisville, Kentucky, wrote to Nazareth, ‘‘I regret very 

much to inform you of the death of Sister Catherine Ma-

lone on January 31, 1862, at General Hospital No. 1 in 

this city. She, as well as the other sisters at this hospital, 

have been untiring and most efficient in nursing the sick 

soldiers. The military authorities are under the greatest 

obligation to the sisters of your order.’’; 

Whereas, in 1861, at the request of a commanding officer of 

the Union Army, 22-year-old Sister Mary Lucy Dosh and 

the other Sisters at St. Mary’s Academy in Paducah, 

Kentucky closed their school to nurse Union soldiers and 

Confederate prisoners of war; 
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Whereas, while nursing, Sister Mary Lucy Dosh consoled pa-

tients and often gave up her own food to provide nourish-

ment for the sick and wounded; 

Whereas Sister Mary Lucy Dosh contracted typhoid fever and 

died on December 29, 1861, resulting in doctors and sol-

diers from Union and Confederate forces calling a truce 

to mourn her death and officers from both sides accom-

panying her body up the Ohio River on the U.S. Gunboat 

Peacock, for burial at St. Vincent’s Academy, in Union 

County, Kentucky; 

Whereas, on January 17, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln 

sent the following letter to Nazareth as a precaution 

against any military intrusion: ‘‘Let no depredation be 

committed upon the property or possessions of the Sis-

ters of Charity at Nazareth Academy, near Bardstown, 

Kentucky.’’; 

Whereas, in 1878, a yellow fever epidemic besieged the people 

of the Mississippi River Valley, during which time ap-

proximately 120,000 cases of yellow fever were reported 

and 20,000 people died; 

Whereas, in Holly Springs, Mississippi, the Sisters closed a 

local parochial school to nurse the sick, with 6 of the Sis-

ters succumbing to yellow fever between September 22 

and October 11, 1878, which prompted the townspeople 

to erect a monument at the gravesites of the 6 Sisters, 

honoring their service and sacrifice; 

Whereas, in 1918, 29 Sisters, along with sisters from other 

orders, helped nurse over 10,000 wounded and sick 

World War I soldiers at Camp Taylor, in Louisville; 

Whereas the Sisters, finding the soldiers sleeping on bare 

mattresses and dressed in uniforms and boots, requested 
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bed linens and hospital clothing for the sick and wounded 

at Camp Taylor; 

Whereas 90 soldiers, many with Spanish Influenza and battle 

wounds, died during the night that the Sisters first ar-

rived at Camp Taylor; 

Whereas deaths at Camp Taylor noticeably declined as the 

Sisters provided skilled nursing and a commitment to hy-

giene; 

Whereas an officer remarked that he knew when a Sister was 

in the barracks at Camp Taylor, because the men were 

especially quiet and well-mannered; 

Whereas, by the mid-20th century, the Sisters were located 

in 10 States, taught in more than 100 elementary 

schools, 30 secondary schools, 2 colleges, and 6 schools 

of nursing, and cared for the sick in 12 hospitals and 

children in 6 orphanages; 

Whereas the Sisters opened their first foreign mission in 

India in 1947, and subsequent foreign missions in Belize 

in 1975, Nepal in 1979, and Botswana in 2000; 

Whereas, in 1986, Nazareth Home, a nursing care facility 

that the Sisters opened in 1976, in Louisville, became the 

first long-term care facility in Kentucky to accept HIV/ 

AIDS patients; 

Whereas, as of November 2012, the Sisters— 

(1) staff an HIV/AIDS hospice and administer 2 

preschools in Botswana; and 

(2) provided disaster relief and housing assistance in 

many places, including— 

(A) New Orleans, Louisiana; 

(B) Joplin, Missouri; 

(C) Nelson County, Kentucky; 
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(D) Appalachia; and 

(E) Belize; and 

Whereas the Sisters find inspiration and strength for their 

service in the words of 2 Corinthians 5:14, ‘‘Caritas 

Christi urget nos’’ (‘‘the charity of Christ urges us’’): 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 1

(1) commemorates the 200th anniversary of the 2

founding of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth (re-3

ferred to in this resolution as the ‘‘Sisters’’), on De-4

cember 1, 1812; 5

(2) commends the dedicated service of the Sis-6

ters who provided nursing care during the Civil War, 7

World War I, and epidemics of yellow fever, cholera, 8

and smallpox in the South; 9

(3) recognizes the service of the Sisters in pro-10

viding health care on the frontier of Kentucky and 11

elsewhere through the establishment of hospitals in 12

Kentucky, 4 other States, the District of Columbia, 13

and abroad; 14

(4) lauds the role that the Sisters continue to 15

play in providing education, health care, and nursing 16

home care in response to the needs of economically 17

and socially disadvantaged individuals, families, and 18

communities; and 19
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(5) directs the Secretary of the Senate to trans-1

mit an enrolled copy of this resolution to the Sisters. 2

Æ 
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SCNs in the Civil War Binder_Part 1 of 4 
 
1) 1863 – Louisville Journal – general Military Hospital in Louisville during the Civile War 
2) 17 February 1862 Letter in the Cleveland Herald “From Louisville Louiseville, Kentucky”, Louisville 
Daily Journal p.4, Col. 1, March 8, 1862. 
3) Picture – Hospital  Number Four – Avery Plow Company 
4) SCNs in the American Civil War – Lists location on hospitals in Paducah, the tenants of the agreement 
between the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth (SCN) and the U.S. Army and further info about Hospital 
work. Written date at end: 25 August 1976 
5) Manuscript of Sister Marie Menard who Entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity, Nazareth, 
Kentucky, October 15, 1862, from Paducah, Kentucky, Sister Marie Menard died March 16, 1914 (2) 
6) Account of Sisters of Charity of Nazareth who Nursed Soldiers During the Civil War 1861-7/1863 
(includes transcript of the February 1, 1862 Letter to Mother Frances Gardiner, Nazareth Academy, 
Bardstown, Kentucky reporting the death of Sister Catherine. Describes the death of Sister Appolonia 
McGill, and Sister Mary Lucy Dosh) (5). 
7) 30 December 1931 – Sworn statement of Sister Lauretta Maher attesting that listed Sisters of Charity 
of Nazareth served as Nurses during the Civil War and were honorably discharged. 
8) 30 December 1931 – Letter of Mother Superior letter refusing the officer of accepting headstones from 
the Department for three sisters since they were not including all 28 Sisters of Charity of Nazareth who 
served as nurses during the Civil War. 
9) Location of Graves of Sisters who Served in Civil War 
10) Statement that Sisters M. Joseph and M. Sienna went through the cemetery and located the graves of 
26 sisters who served as nurses during the Civil War. Indicates that Sister Mary Lucy Dosh is buried at St. 
Vincent’s, Sister Placida Sissness in Wheeling, W. Va and Sister Lauretta Maher is still living. 
11) List of Sisters, birthplace, nursed in, blurial place. 
12) List - Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Nazareth, KY – Nurses in Civil War. Name, Birthplace, Death 
date. 
13) Inclosed Application Blanks for Headstones: Twenty-Five Sisters listed, 3 Sisters already listed in 
War Department, 1 Sister left community, 1 Sister War Nurse surviving. Total 30 Sisters in service during 
Civil War Period.  
14) October 9, 1950. Soldiers’ Angel.  Topix (7 page comic book) 
15) January 18, 1950 – Letter to Mr. Francis McGrade, Editor TOPIX, 127 E. Fifth Street, St. Paul 1, 
Minnesota providing edits. 
16) January 24, 1950 Letter to Reverend Mother Bertrand, Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Mother House, 
Nazareth, Kentucky from Francis McGrade Editor, TOPIX Catechetical Guild Educational Society – 
acknowledging the corrections. 
17) January 13, 1950 – Letter to Mother Bertrand Crimmins, Mother General, Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth, Nazareth, Kentucky from Francis McGrade, Editor requesting review of SOLDIER’S ANGEL 
comic. 
18) Sworn statement of Sister Mary Louis Hines, a surviving Civil War nurse attesting to the list of Sisters 
of Charity of Nazareth who served as nurses, under Government appointment, during the Civil War. 
19) Questionnaire and answers prepared by Anna Catharine Coon, SCN, SCN Archival Center, Nazareth, 
KY 
20) October 1993 – Blue & Gray, Fight for the Loudoun Valley! Opening Battles of the Gettysburg 
Campaign, Stuart vs. Pleasonton. Sisters and Nuns Who Served In the Civil War. (7 page article). 
21) Listed events and substantiated dates in the life of Barbara Dosh. Compiled by Anna Catharine Coon, 
SCN, SCN Archival Center, December 5, 2003. 
22) Permanent Record Card – Sister of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky – Sister Mary Lucy Dosh. 
23) Excerpt from Annals (Motherhouse, Vol V, February 1929. – Record of interview of Sister Lauretta, 
surviving sister from the Civil War. 
24) October 25, 1917. Angels of the Battlefield. Article 
25) Young Sister Who Nursed Soldiers Here First Woman Who Gave Life in Civil War. Died of Fever in 
Church Used as Hospital by Federals. By Fred Neuman. 
26) Maruice L. Searcy – 2000. The Kentucky Explorer – March 2000. During the Civil War Catholic 
Sisters Became Angels of Mercy: Sisters Treated Sick and Wounded Soldiers from Both Sides. 
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1) Sworn Statement of Sister Emerentia Wales attesting that Sister Mary Lucy Dosh was escorted by 
soldiers to St. Vincent’s cemetery for interment and given military burial. 
2) December 22, 1976, The Evansville Press, Young nurse spend Christmas on her death bed 115 years 
ago, p38. 
3) Article: Cemetery is packed with lots of history. 
4) Image – Obsequies of Sister Mary Lucy. 
5) Article – Young Sister Who Nursed Soldiers Here First Woman Who Gave Life in Civil War. 
6) May 31, 1927 – Letter from Sister Bertrand to Sister Mary Joseph describing ceremony at Sister Mary 
Lucy’s grave. 
7) April 22, 1972 – Letter to The Archivist, The Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Nazareth, Kentucky 40048 
from William T. Bingham, indicating that he provided a xerographic copy of the article regarding Sister 
Mary Lucy Dosh that appeared in the Union County Advocate, Morganfield, Kentucky on 16 March 1972 
and describing his connection with the Sisters. 
8) April 26, 1972 Letter to Mr. William T. Bingham, Apt. 8-D Bushnell Tower, One Gold Street, Hartford, 
Conn. 06103 from Sister Mary Roma Matrtingly, SCN – Thanking him for the article. 
9) Statement regarding Sister Mary Lucy Dosh perhaps from interview of Sister Lauretta Maher. 
10) Statement written by a former student of St. Vincent Academy, whose grandfather had told her many 
time this and other stories of the Civil War (2 pages). 
11) Article by Ken McCutchan. ‘Angel of Mercy stilled war for a night. (Regarding Sister Mary Lucy 
Dosh) 
12) Article by Judy Jenkins in The Gleaner, Saturday, March 25, 1995, Henderson, Kentucky, page 100: 
Silencing the guns: Death of ‘angel of mercy’ nun briefly stalls Civil War. 
13) Article – source unknown – Sister Mary Lucy Dosh, In the Civil War. 
14) Article – Staff Report – A legend lingers. Source unknown – Erroneously stated that Sister Mary Lucy 
Dosh died from Yellow Fever – She died from Typhoid. 
15) Letter, 1972 from Sister Mary Naomi Elder, c/o John Elder, Box 135, Paynesville, Kentucky 40157 to 
Sister Mary Romona (Archivist), Informing that one grave stone at the Cemetery of the Sacred Heart was 
unidentifiable and asking for the story of Sister Mary Lucy Dosh. Erroneously stated she died of Yellow 
Fever (Sister Lucy died from Typhoid). 
16) June 28, 1972, Letter to Sister Mary Naomi probably from Sister Mary Romona (Archivist) clarifying 
errors in Sister Mary Naomi Elder’s letter.  
17) August 9, 1932 Letter of Mother Mary Catharine to N.C.W.C. New Service, 1312 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Washington, D.C. with three pictures – a) Sister Mary Lucy Dosh grave; b) Military Funeral, c) 
their only picture of Sister Lauretta Maher. 
18) August 1, 1932 Letter from N.C.W.C. New Service to Mother M. Catharine, Sisters of Charity, 
Nazareth, Kentucky requesting a picture of Sister Lauretta Maher. 
19) Permanent Record Card – Sister Lauretta (Mary Joseph Maher) 
20) Purgatorian Society, Mission Church, 1545 Tremont Street Roxbury, Mass. “Sister Lauretta Life 
Certificate in the Purgatorian Society for $10 fee for life – Receipt. 
21) Sister Lauretta Biography (3 pages) 
22) Poem. To Sister Lauretta and La Salette from Mary R. Shannon.  
23) October 21, 1933. Paul L. Blakely, S.J. America. A Kentucky Teacher. (article about Sister Lauretta), 
p 61-62. 
24) Letter from Sister Aloysia to Mrs. J. L. Nolan, 3525 Trimble Avenue, Evanston, Cincinnati. To former 
pupils of Sister Lauretta’s who gave $250 to furnish her room when she came to the Mother house from 
Sts. M. & E. Hospital, Set 25, 1925. 
25) July 17, 1912 letter to Sisster Hukita, Louisville, Kentucky from Frances Mahon, Brewster L. S.A., 
1323 Scott Street, Covington, Kentucky – Gift of $79.50 for Sister Lauretta’s golden jubilee. 
26) Letter of accolades for Sister Mary Lauretta - April 23, 1932 from John L. Finnerty, O.P. to Sister 
Irene, St. Mary’s Priory, 5 Hillhouse Avenue, New Haven, 
27) March 27, 1931 - Letter to Ven. Sister Mary Lauretta Maher, Motherhouse of the Sisters of Charity, 
Nazareth, Kentucky from R. G. Egan, 433 Milwaukee Avenue, NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan – asking if 
Sister Lauretta had any knowledge of Father Abram J. Ryan serving a a chaplain in the Confederate States 
Army. 
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28) March 12, 1927 – Letter From Mother Superior to “Hon. Dear Sir, describing Sisters involvement in 
the Civil War and location where they provided nursing care. 
29) Article. October 5, 1933. The  Record. October 5 – Sister Lauretta Last of Civil War Nun’s, Dies and 
October 12, 1933 – Sister Lauretta Maher. 
30) Articles. 1) Nov. 1933. The Irish Weekly and Ulster Examiner. Venerable Nun Dead: Nursed 
Wounded in the American Civil War. 2) The Register, Denver Colorado, Sunday, October 22, 1933. Nun 
War Nurse’s Death Recalls Tribute to Her. 3) October 20, 1933. The Universe. Last of Nursing Nuns of 
U.S. Civil War. 4) 1933 – St. Anthony obituary. 
31) Reminiscenses of the Civil War by Sister Lauretta Maher, Nazareth, Kentucky. 
32) Headlines from Various Media Sources Concerning Sister Lauretta’s Death 
33) October 5, 1933. The Catholic Telegraph: Diocese of Covington. Sister Lauretta, a Nun 74 Years, 
Dies at Nazareth; Nursed Civil War Wounded. 
34) Handwritten letter from La Salette Alumnae to Sister Lauretta (6 pages) 
35) Article – The Passing of the Last of the Civil War Nurses – Sister Lauretta Maher 
36) July 19, 1912 - The Catholic Telegraph, Dr. Thomas Hart, Managing Editor, N.E. Cor. Fifth and Main 
Sts. Cincinnati – Golden Jubilee Note 
37) Article. December 3, 1933 – Leo Rabbette. Boston Sunday Post. Sister Lauretta – Mary Joseph Maher 
(Page 1 of 5).  
38) Article. November 1933 – La Salette Torch, Sister Lauretta Maher Dies at Nazareth Mother House. La 
Salette Academy, Covington, Kentucky 
39) Article. December 3, 1933 (cont’d) – Leo Rabbette. Boston Sunday Post. Sister Lauretta – Mary 
Joseph Maher (Pages 2-5 of 5).  
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1) Statement – Sister Lauretta 
2) Letter dated July 18, 1912, Covington, Kentucky Letter to Sister Lauretta from Ferdinand Brossart – 
On the occasion of her Golden Jubilee 
3) Letter dated October 30, 1912 to “My dear daughter in Christ” from Camillus P. Maes, Bishop of 
Covington, Bishop’s House, 1140 Madison Avenue, Covington, Kentucky – Sister Lauretta Golden 
Jubilee 
4) Letter dated July 1, 1932 to Mother Mary Catherine Malone, Mother General, Sisters of Charity, 
Nazareth, Kentucky from Frank A. Hall, Director National Catholic Welfare Conference, National HQ, 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. requesting biographical information on Sister 
Lauretta Maher who was very ill. 
5) Letter dated October 5, 1933 to Reverend Paul L. Blakely, S.J., Editor’s Office, 329 West 108th Street, 
New York City from Mother M. Catharine providing information about Sister Mary Lauretta Maher. 
6) Letter dated October 9, 1933 to Mother M. Catherine, Nazareth Kentucky from Paul L. Blakely, 
America, National Catholic Weekly, 329 West 108th Street, New York used for his article titled “A 
Kentucky Teacher.” 
7) Telephone messaged received 7:55, NY, Oct 3, 1933, to Sr. M. Ignatius from Paul Blakely (America 
Magazine, Jesuit priest), requesting information regarding St. Lauretta. 
8) Letter dated October 11, 1933 to Mother Mary Catharine, Nazareth, Kentucky from William L. 
Reenan, American Book Company, 300 Pike Street Cincinnati – Expression of sympathy at the passing of 
Sister Lauretta. 
9) Resolution dated October 10, 1933 – Resolution on the Death of Sister Lauretta Maher from the La 
Salette Unit, C.S.M.C. 
10) Latter dated October 16, 1933 to Doctor Robert Sattler, Cincinnati, Ohio thanking him for the wreath 
placed on the mound of Sister Lauretta’s grave. 
11) Letter dated October 17th to Dear Rev. Mother from Virginia R. Halloway requesting information for 
the Irish Historical Society. 
12) Letter dated October 22, 1933 from Chicago, Illinois to Reverend Mother from ? asking information 
about Sister Lauretta Maher who she “believe was an aunt of my father.” 
13) Letter dated October 2, 1933 from N.C.W.C. New Service to Rev. Mother M. Catharine, Sisters of 
Charity Mother House, Nazareth, Kentucky thanking her for information sent regarding Sister Lauretta 
Maher 
14) Letter dated November 4, to Sr. Bertrand from Virginia R. Holloway – thanking for data sent and 
indicating the short resume was sent to the Irish America Historical Society. 
15) Handwritten note dated November 1933, Kay Optendorf, President, Helen May Rudolph, Cov. Sign – 
La Salette tribute to Sister Lauretta Maher. 
16) Letter dated November 21, 1933 to Rev Superior, Nazareth Academy, Kentucky U.S.A. from Wallace 
College, 116 Lackwell, Quebec. From J.W. M. Wallace asking for the names of Sister M. Lauretta 
Maher’s parents – believes “she must have been my father’s cousin.” 
17) Hand written note dated October 1933 – Requesting permission to place tribute at Sister Lauretta 
grave. 
18) Letter dated March 12, 1992, Nazareth, Kentucky from Sister Catherine Leo to Sister Miriam 
Corcoran, SCN – Information about Sister M. Lauretta Maher. 
19) Image – Stain glass window with article dated October 1997 -  Michael F. Fitzpatrick. The Mercy 
Brigade. Roman Catholic nuns, Civil War, 34-40. Image of Washington D.C. Monument to the Sister 
Nurses in the Civil War. 
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1) Article. Peter w. Zubaity. War history intertwined with area. 
2) Article Section. Civil War in Nelson County – Lincoln – Mentions decree from President Lincoln for 
Union Soldiers to stop bothering the Sister of Nazareth dated January 17, 1965. 
3) Article dated April 27, 2011, Wednesday. The Kentucky Standard. Picture of Ballots at Nelson County 
Clerk’s Office show Lincoln’s dismal showing in the 1860 and 1864 presidential election. 
4) Article dated April 17, 2011. Erin L. McCoy. Civil War in Nelson County: The Underground Railroad 
in Nelson County? The Kentucky Standard. A17 
5) Article dated April 17, 2011. Stephanie Hornback. Nelson County has ties to Abraham Lincoln. The 
Kentucky Standard. A17. 
6) Article dated January 2018. Sister Dolores Liptak, RSM. Ethics & Medics: National Catholic Bioethics 
Center. Sister Nurses of the Civil War. 
7) Article dated Friday, June 26, 1868, The Louisville Daily Courier, Louisville, Kentucky. Describes 
generosity of the Sisters of Nazareth caring for children of Southern officers and soldiers during the Civil 
War. 
8) 1927 Annals – Type written page – Sisters M. Joseph & M. Sienna located graves of 26 Civil War 
Sister nurses. 
9) 1927 Annals - Location of Graves of Sister who Served in Civil War (Also in Binder #1) 
10) Article. Houses of Worship by Nic Rowan. Nuns on the Civil War Battlefield. Washington Free 
Beacon 
11) Heading without an article, Friday, April 26, 2019, The Wall Street Journal 
12) Book or Magazine by Dixie Hibbs.  Nelson County – A Portrait of the Civil War – multiple building 
pictures, 81. 
13) Pictures – September 23, 1862 – Spalding Hall dormitory used as a ward during the war, 46. 
14) Picture – September 25, 1862 – Sister Marietta Murphy, SCN – Nazareth school, 47. 
15) Picture – August 22, 1862 – 1859 picture of Bardstown Female Institute 
16) Article “From Historic Nelson Co.” by Sara B. Smith - Baptist College, describes Mother Catherine 
Spalding and Sisters of Charity of Nazareth with pictures. 
17) Sister Marietta Murphy’s Reminiscences of Life as a Nazareth Academy Student 1859-1863 as 
recorded in 1894 (8 pages). 
 
 


































































